so                    Pope Pius XI
The background of his upbringing, however little it
may personally have touched him, was the background of
an exciting period in Italian history. Pius XI, or to give
him his full name, Ambrose Damien Achille Ratti, was
born on May 3ist, 1857, At that time, Napoleon HI was
reigning in France. Great changes were coming over
Italy; Austria was about to cede Lombardy to Piedmont.
Queen Victoria ruled in England, and looked with a
certain amount of disapproval on the Catholics who were
gradually beginning to come forward in public life, and
Germany was beginning to be knit together*
The Ratti family, finding that peaceful conditions had
returned to Lombardy, decided about 1850 to move into
a neighbouring town. Up to that time they had been
small farmers in Lombardy for centuries, but like many
another, Francesco Ratti decided to take the advice of the
followers of Bonaparte to move into the towns, for Milan
was growing, thanks to the efforts of the first Napoleon, and
factories were going up on all sides. Not everybody
wanted to go to Milan, and some preferred the smaller
factories which were being started in near-by towns.
One of these was Desio, some twelve miles north of
Milan, on the main road to Lugano: thither Francesco and
his wife Teresa Galli, moved from Alte Brianza, They
decided to make their home in a part of a local silk factory,
where Francesco was appointed manager. The house still
stands at the corner of the market square and is little
changed except that the room in which Achille Ratti was
born has been transformed into a small chapel.
They were not more than ten miles from Lake Como
in the heart of the orchards and the vineyards, and they
could look to the distant snow-capped Alps. They were